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formd a Jew, whom I questioned in German; but whether it
was. that the scamp did not understand that language, or
pretended that he did not, we could get no information from
Him.    I would have given a good deal to have had my Polish
servant Lorenz   with, me,  but the   coward had  remained
behind when the fighting began.    Still, we had to get out of
fc]ae fix somehow ; so we made several detachments explore the
streets until at last they found the Beresina.    That riter was
not; yet sufficiently frozen for us to be able to cross it on the
Ice., so that it was ne.cessary to pass over the bridge.    But to
take the bridge we required infantry, and ours was still three
leagues off.     Marshal Oudinot, who came up at this moment,
ordered General Oastex to supply its place by making three-
quarters  of   his  troopers  dismount and attack the bridge
fbirrjaed into   a little battalion  armed with carbines.    We
hastened to obey, and, leaving our horses in the neighbouring
streets guarded by a few men, made for the river, under the
lead, of General Castex, who chose to march to this perilous
undertaking1 at the head of his brigade.

The recent discomfiture of the Russian advance-guard
liadL carried alarm into TchichagofFs army. Disorder prevailed
on tGbe bank which it occupied, where we could see masses of
fugitives making off across the country. Thus, although it
txacl at first seemed to me very hard work for dismounted
fcroojpers without bayonets to force a bridge, and maintain
jhenaselves there, I began to hope for success when I saw
ihjat} we were opposed by only a few skirmishers. I therefore
xrd e:red the section who should first reach the right bank to
!ap*fc-o.re houses near the bridge, so that holding both ends
>f it} we could defend it till our infantry came up, and thus
lecnxre the passage of the Beresina for the French army. But
ihe guns of the fort began to thunder, and the bridge was
we p*fc by a storin of grape which threw OUT feeble battalion
nto disorder, and forced it for a moment to recoil, A band
>f Hnssian pioneers armed with torches took advantage of
his xnoment to set the bridge on fire; but, as their presence
:ansed the enemy's artillery to cease firing, we hurled
mrselves on them, killing or throwing into the river the at,the passage of the Beresina.re appeared to be an utter want of agreement between
